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East Campus, Orlando, FL 
ANT 2000: Introductory Anthropology (3 credit hours) 
Syllabus: Spring 2023
Online Course 
RN: 24264

I. Instructor Information, Communications, and Canvas 

Instructor: Scott Erker, MA Anthropology

Welcome to ANT 2000: Introduction to Anthropology! 
Emails: Canvas email

Virtual Office/Office Hours: By ZOOM Appointment – available upon request

Welcome to class! I am excited to be returning to the online classroom and look forward to working with you as we journey through the course together. Our class starts on Monday, Feb. 13th.  There are several things I want you to know before class starts so you can be successful in the course. I have included them here in this syllabus. I hope you find them helpful. 
This is an online course. It is a requisite for this course to have a running Canvas account AND to know the basics for its operation. Students that do not have access to a computer are encouraged to use the college facilities offering such access. Students are encouraged to talk with me regarding any problem/impediment in using Canvas. Do not wait until the end of the semester to talk about problems accessing a computer or Canvas. Students that do not have much experience with the platform and those who want to improve their skills, are encouraged to go to the college Canvas questions/help page: Canvas Resources. Remember, I am here to help you achieve your goals for this course! 

II. Course Information 

Course Description: Introduction to the study of humans and culture with emphasis on archaeology, biological anthropology, and linguistics. Major topics may include human origins, religion and supernatural beliefs, family and kinship, technology, medical and forensic anthropology, foodways, and globalization. Prerequisites: Prep mandate system. 

Course Outcomes: 
• Students will be familiarized with the history, theories, and methods of anthropology as well as its ties to other academic disciplines. 

• Students will understand how humans have changed biologically and culturally over time. 

• Students will understand and analyze issues pertaining to contemporary cultures. 

• Students will apply the knowledge and skills obtained in the course. 

• Students will be familiarized with the ethical standards of anthropology, ethical responsibilities of anthropologists, and ethical challenges facing the discipline. 

Course Objectives: 
· • Understand the basic concepts, vocabulary, and data that provide the foundations of anthropology. 

· • Discuss the scope of anthropology, its relation to other social sciences and to the natural sciences and humanities. 

· • Discuss the subject matter for research in the four major subdisciplines of anthropology. 

· • Discuss the nature of ethnographic and archaeological fieldwork. 

· • Understand the basic processes of cellular and population biology involved in the theory of evolution and how they relate to the development of humans and other primates. 

· • Discuss the physical and cultural evolution of the hominids from the earliest tool-using hominids to the current stage of biology and culture. 

· • Explain external and internal types of physical variation in current human populations and discuss conceptions and misconceptions of race. 

· • Discuss humans’ physical/social similarities and differences to other primates by comparing the major types of primates. 

· • Discuss the concept of culture, its characteristics/aspects, including how one gets culture, its adaptive nature, and its importance. 

· • Understand the nature of culture through the study of diverse cultures throughout the world. 

· • Discuss the structure and use of language, language change, and the relation of language to culture. 

· • Explain various types of cultural change and the effects of culture change on society. 

· • Discuss the practical uses of applied anthropology in helping to solve people’s problems: to improve their quality of life, or to offer understanding and solutions to global concerns. 

Course Disclaimer: 
· • In this class we will be discussing topics which may be concerning or troubling to you. There may be a time when, based on the information presented, you feel uncomfortable or angry during the semester since this may be a new perspective or different viewpoint than what you believe. I welcome your perspective in classroom discussions, as these emotions and opposing views are part of the study of society. However, if you do not feel comfortable having your beliefs challenged, please consider another course which fulfills your social science general education requirement. 

· • This is a class which explores all corners of society. As such, we will be watching and reading material which may be rated MA (Mature Audiences). These things are selected in order to help you grasp course content and to help you look at society through a different lens. 

Required Text: Anthropology: What Does It Means to Be Human? Fifth edition. By Robert H. Lavenda and Emily A. Schultz. Oxford University Press, 2021. 4 
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Additional Material: Power Point Presentations located at the course’s Canvas page. 
Grading System: The course requirements are structured in the following manner for a total of 100% of your grade: 

· One (1) cumulative final exam for 20% of your final grade. 
·   Nine (9) chapter short tests for 30% of your final grade
· • One (1) essay for 15% of your final grade 

· • One (1) Pre-Essay Module for 5% of your final grade 

· • Eleven (11) Short quizzes for a total of 10% of your final grade 

· • Online Engagement/Online Presence for a total of 10% of your final grade 

· • Nine (9) Short online topic discussions 10% 

· • Extra Credit: Up to 20 points from several assignments to be applied to exams and essays 

Short Exams/Tests: Students must take a short test for each of the module of the courses. All tests account for a total of 30% of your final grade. All tests will be posted on Canvas (“Modules: Chapters’ Tests”) and must be taken within a specific period (see calendar). After the due date, students will not be able to take the missed exam without evidence of extraordinary circumstances. Students are responsible to submit their tests before the deadline. Students will have a specific amount of time to do each test. Additional instructions will be provided once students access the assignment at Canvas. To view the grades for each test, the students should check the “My Grades” section in Canvas. To discuss a test score, contact the instructor as soon as possible by email or during office hours. 5 

Final Exam: There will be a cumulative final exam and it will be available for a limited time during the final exams’ week. This test is worth 20 % of the overall course grade. The final exam is scheduled during the last week of class. 

Essay: There will be one formal essay to be submitted through Canvas by their due date (See calendar). Students will have the opportunity to choose a topic based on one of the subfields on anthropology. Each essay will consist of one (1) topic/question to be discussed/answered in a formal essay (500-700 words). To discuss/answer the topic/question, students need to integrate the material learned in class (lectures, readings, activities, films, and online materials) and use anthropological terms. The essay will have a value of 100 points, and this will be worth 15% of the overall course grade. Each essay will cover one of the subfields of anthropology (Cultural, Biological, Archaeology, Linguistics, Applied Anthropology). Additional instructions, expectations, and evaluation tools for the essay will be provided in Canvas. All essays will be reviewed by a plagiarism check application at the moment of submission. 
Pre-Essay Module/Writing Skills: There will be a pre-essay module to complete as a requisite to be able to access the essay module. This pre-essay module covers several skills relating to writing (brainstorming, plagiarism, summarizing, paraphrasing, citation, etc.). Completing the quizzes/activities related to this module are worth 5% of the overall course grade. This module is long and will be available for one month. Students are encouraged to complete the module earlier than later to avoid an overwhelming task approaching the deadline. Although this is not an English course, students need to know the basics of how to write a good essay. If you already got good writing skills, this module would serve you as a review. 

Short Quizzes: There will be a non-specific number of quizzes during the semester. Quizzes will be based on assigned films (through Canvas) and/or assigned materials (required readings, articles, documents, short videos, etc.). Students that regularly engage with the course, read the textbook, watch all the required films, and follow the class modules should not have any problem answering these quizzes. Quizzes will be worth 10% of the overall course grade. 

Discussions: During the semester, nine (9) questions/topics will be posted on the discussion session of the Canvas page. The short topic questions will be based on subjects discussed during the class or presented during our class activities. The students are expected to think and engage with their classmates using anthropological knowledge and their own knowledge and life experiences. 

This activity has two parts: First, each student needs to answer the question with one (1) statement (for example: responses, reactions, opinions, thoughts, anecdotes). Second, each student needs to make comments/replies about the statements of at least two (2) different students. The answer/statement and the two comments involved in this component are worth ten (10) points, five points for the student’s statement and five points for the two (2) comments/replies. These nine short discussions will have a value of 90 points (there will be two extra discussions to compensate for any missing discussion or extra credit in this category), and they will be worth 10% of your grade. 

Comments/replies must have substance and need to contribute to the discussion flow!!! Replies that paraphrase the initial commentator response with a vague “I agree/don’t agree” statement may be graded as zero (An “I agree + rephrasing the initial contribution is an example of lack of substance in participation. If you agree or disagree, say why do you so!! Feel free to engage in the conversation, submit your own ideas, challenge your classmates, post new questions, etc. Any activity in the forums/boards involving students participating in questions threads more times than the required two, or by students maintaining lively discussions at the discussion threads (inciting classmates’ participation) will be reflected in the student class participation/engagement grade described above. 

Questions/Discussions will be posted on Canvas and students will have a reasonable number of days to participate. Please see the course policies about etiquette when participating in online discussions. Due the nature of the discussions as a group interactive activity, late participation/contributions will not be accepted unless authorized by the instructor and only due extraordinary circumstances. Discussions will be graded using a rubric that will evaluate timing, content, and participation. 

Online Presence/Engagement: The online presence/engagement grade will consist of two components: online presence and online engagement. This is worth 10% of your grade. This grade is equivalent to an attendance/participation grade in a face-to-face class. Students must engage in activities that are “academically related” to comply with the course requirements 

Activities that are considered “academically related” include the following: 
· • participating in any assigned activity 

· • submitting prepared material 

· • taking examinations 

· • engaging with the instructor and other students over the course’s subject matter 

· • active participation in discussions and other forums 

· • completing interactive tutorials, materials, etc. 

· • any activity that is related directly to the course’s subject matter 

Activities that are not considered “academically related” include the following: 
· • Logging into Canvas without engaging with the course’s material/requirements (Canvas provides a summary of each user activity while is logged) 
· • Engaging with the instructor or other students regarding matters that are not related to the course’s subject matter. E.g., plans for submitting assignments, notifications of illness, inquiries about purchasing course materials, request for extensions on deadlines for assignments, socialization over non-course matters, etc. 

Online Presence: This category is 5% of your Online Presence/Engagement grade. This is an online course, available 24/7, managed through Canvas. You must have access to the Internet to complete the course requirements. Your online attendance will be checked each week based on your participation in the course and submission of coursework as recorded by Canvas. In the event of an extended absence, you should contact me via email or phone as soon as possible to explain the reason. 
Online Presence Policy: I will be monitoring access to the Canvas page every week. If you do not access the course website, contact me, and let me know of your absence if such period is longer than (7) seven or more consecutive days. The following guidelines applied in grading this category: 7 

· • Students start with a 100% grade in online presence. It is the student responsibility to maintain that grade until the end of the semester. 

· • Before the drop/add period: If the student fails to do the required activities to remain in the course (Syllabus quiz/Introductions), the student will be contacted by the instructor. If there is no communication within 24 hours, the student will be withdrawn from the class, receiving a WN grade: no show. In addition, and by college policy, a student marked as never attended when they are on their third attempt of a course will receive a FN. 

· • After the drop/add period: If the student reaches seven (7) days in a row without participating in the course, the student will be contacted with a first warning. If there is no communication within seven (7) days after the date of such warning, the student will receive a final warning. After (7) days of the final warning without any communication, the student may be withdrawn from the class (W grade: Withdrawal). If this happens after the withdrawal-by-instructor deadline established by college, the student will receive the final grade earned at the end of the semester according to the course grading policy. 

· • Every time a student is contacted by the instructor with a seven (7) days warning, the student will lose 10 points of the online presence grade. Exceptions: Documented extraordinary circumstances. If students have a valid reason for their absences, the points deducted will be restored for that particular incident. 

· • Non-participation is only counted when it occurs continuously as described above. 

· • Non-participation will not accrue during scheduled breaks (Labor Day, Thanksgiving, MLK’s, Spring Break, etc. or days that the College is officially closed). 

· • Non-participation will not accrue when the student is complying with military duty, jury duty, or in extraordinary circumstances. However, students must contact the instructor as soon as possible. 

· • To avoid this, students should plan accordingly and access/engage the class often. In addition, notify the instructor if the student needs to be “absent” for more than seven (7) days. 

· • The best policy here is communication, talk to me. I am here to help!!! 

Online Engagement: This category is 5% of your Online Presence/Engagement grade. As long as you do your assignments and participate in the required discussions, you will earn up to 2% of this grade. However, to earn the complete 5% of the grade, you need to go beyond the basics and work a little bit. In addition to the basics, students can participate in special class discussions (engagement activities), reflections, and active learning activities. This part is the equivalent of class participation in a face-to-face class and will be part of your online engagement grade These discussions/activities are optional, but by doing them students can earn engagement points. Please keep in minds that these discussions are not part the mandatory discussions in the discussion component of the course. You can earn engagement points by: 

· • Chapters Discussion/Question Boards: For all chapters of the book the instructor will be providing a discussion forum under the Canvas discussion tool. Students can ask/discuss anything regarding class material and book reading assignments. Although the instructor will be addressing questions/discussions, students are welcome to participate in the forums by helping their classmates and instructor. Engagement points in discussions are given based on the quality of submissions or for participation beyond the requirement. 

· • Video/Topic Discussion Boards: In addition, the instructor will provide discussion forums to react/comment to the different activities/videos/assignment that will be presented in class. Participation in these discussion forums will contribute to the student engagement grade. Some activities will reward the student with online engagement points that will applied to your overall engagement grade. 

At the end of the course, engagement points will determine online engagement grades bigger than 2% in this category. In addition, some of these activities can be a source of extra credit points for the extra credit piggy bank (see below). 

Covid-19 and course work: Although the number of cases of Covid-19 have go down, we still confronted by it. You must feel free to talk to me about any situation that you might experience in relation to Covid-19. If you are taking face-to-face classes and you are sick or not feeling well, do not come to class. Because our class is online, Covid-related situations will not be a reason for you to be withdrawn from the class. If you contract the virus or have to quarantine because you were with someone who got sick or need time to care for a loved one who is sick, I will work with you on what you miss during that time. In short, please do not worry about being withdrawn from the course because you contract Covid. Talk to me and we can do a plan to put you up to date. Remember, I am here to help! 

Life and course work: 
If there are significantly important situations in your life like religious observances, jury duty, active military obligations, or participation in extracurricular activities in which you are an official representative of the College, please notify me at least seven (7) days in advance, as these are recognized excused absences. 

If you are not able to participate in this class for OTHER reasons such as illness, family emergency, childcare issues, etc., please let me know as soon as you can. Once you let me know about the situation, we can create a work plan for or after the duration of the emergency/situation Communicating with me is key to your success. Please keep in mind that the timing of communication is key, and I reserve the right to consider your situation and decide the best course of action. If an emergency stops you from submitting an assignment by the prescribed time, understand the course protocols which I have stated about the acceptance of late work (Refer to late work policy below) If your absence will be prolonged (a week or more), I will work to help you consider options for continuing in the course. All considerations of absence, assignments missed due to emergency, and/or other issues which impact your class performance would be applied on a case-by-case basis. Again, the most important thing is communication. 

Extra Credit/Piggy Bank 
There will be several opportunities for extra credit during the semester. Students can accumulate up to 20 points by doing a choice of assignments available on Canvas under the module “Extra Credit” or by completing online learning activities. All the points will be saved in an “Extra Credit Piggy Bank,” and they will be applied to the different assignments during the grading period after the final in the following order: Final-Essays-Exams. Students that by the end of the semester have a grade of 100% or more, will not receive their piggy bank points as this is the highest grade that you can earn in this course. 

Extra credit assignments must be done according to the instructions provided, no exceptions. When sending your extra credit work, students must identify their submissions with: 

· • Name 
· • Name of the activity 

· • Points being offered 

· • Course/Section 

The instructor reserves the right to give extra credit to those students that actively engage in the course in any manner. 

IV. Grade Scale and Final Grade Provisions 

Final Grade: Your final grade will be based on the accumulative percentage from the course requirements, and they will be assigned based on the following scale: 

A= 90-100%: Outstanding and superior work, presented at the college level. Student exceeds all course expectations, shows a clear understanding of concepts, demonstrate superior ability to synthetize materials from both inside and outside the course, engages regularly in Canvas and has consistent online presence. 

B= 80-89%: Very good, above average work, presented at the college level. Student meets course expectations promptly, shows adequate understanding of concepts, demonstrates ability to relate materials from both inside and outside the courses, and engages in Canvas with consistent online presence. 

C= 70-79%: Average work presented at the college level. Student follows directions and meets minimal expectation for assignments, shows some understanding of concepts, demonstrates ability to relate materials from both inside and outside the course, and engages sometimes in Canvas. Some online presence issues. 

D= 60-69%: Below average work. Student fails to meet most expectations, do not follow directions, and/or participates little in Canvas. The student has serious problems maintaining an online presence. 

F= 59% and below: Well below average work. Student fails to meet course expectations, show little or no grasp of concepts, and is unable to relate material from inside and outside the course. Student fails to participate in Canvas and practically has no online presence. 

It is the students’ responsibility to monitor their graded assignments/test and do the necessary class work (including extra credit) to reach their desired grades. The instructor reserved the right to bump up borderline grades only if a student showed an outstanding performance in class and completed all the requirements (student never missed a mandatory assignment). Keep in mind that grades are earned, and the instructor is not in any obligation of bumping up a grade. For the purpose of this policy, grades are rounded up to the next digit. Example: 79.51 = 80. 
V. Additional Course Information and College Procedures 

Valencia Student Core Competencies: 
The faculty of Valencia College has identified four core competencies that define the learning outcomes for a successful Valencia graduate. These competencies are at the heart of the Valencia experience and provide the context for learning and assessment at Valencia College. You will be given opportunities to develop and practice these competencies in this class. The four competencies are: 

• Think - think clearly, and creatively, analyze, synthesize, integrate, and evaluate in the many domains of human inquiry. 

• Value - make reasoned judgments and responsible commitments. 

• Communicate - communicate with different audiences using varied means. 

• Act - act purposefully, effectively, and responsibly. 

This course seeks to reinforce these competencies. 

Instructional Methods: 
The main online tool will be the class page on your Canvas account. Through Canvas, students will have access to class materials, assignments, exams, and communications with your instructor and peers. It is a requisite for this course to have a running Canvas account AND to know the basics for its operation. Students that do not have access to a computer are encouraged to use the college facilities offering such access. Students are encouraged to talk with the instructor regarding any problem/impediment in using Canvas. Do not wait until the end of the semester to talk about problems accessing a computer or Canvas. 
Any technical problem or issue while using Canvas should be discussed with your instructor. Some problems are easily solved, but some required technical help. In that situation students should request help through Canvas (see orientation module for more information). If the student has a problem while doing an assignment or tests, the best practice is to take a screenshot/picture of the screen showing the problem before contacting me. Depending on the situation, that screenshot/picture could be helpful in solving the situation. Also, it would help me to decide what to do next. Students that do not have much experience with the platform and those who want to improve their skills, are encouraged to go to the college Canvas questions/help page: Canvas Resources. 

Students Obligations: 
Each student is responsible for his/her own grade. Students must complete assignments and exams in a timely manner. Students must regularly check their Canvas accounts for calendar updates, assignments/exams due dates, and other class announcements. If there is any discrepancy between the Canvas calendar and the syllabus calendar, the Canvas calendar supersedes the syllabus calendar. Students are required to log in their email and Canvas account regularly for additional information and announcements regarding the course. It is the student’s responsibility to read the syllabus, comply with the instructor’s policies, and arrange to make up missed work. 

No Show Procedure: Class attendance is required beginning with the first-class meeting. If you do not attend the first-class meeting (onsite classes) or complete the introductory activities (online, mixed mode classes), you may be withdrawn from the class as a “no show.” Students who are not actively participating in an online class and/or do not submit the first assignment by the scheduled due date must be withdrawn by the instructor at the end of the first week as a "no show". If you are withdrawn as a “no show,” you will be financially responsible for the class and a final grade of “WN” will appear on your transcript for the course. 

College Withdraw Procedure: by Friday April 7
Per Valencia Policy 4-07 (Academic Progress, Course Attendance and Grades, Withdrawals) a student who withdraws from class before the established deadline for a particular term will receive a grade of “W”. A student is not permitted to withdraw after the withdrawal deadline. The instructor can withdraw a student for the violation of the class attendance policy at any time. Any student who withdraws or is withdrawn from a class during a third or subsequent attempt in the same course will be assigned a grade of “F.” For a complete policy procedure overview on Valencia Policy 4-07 please refer to: Valencia College: Student Handbook included in the current academic year Student’s Handbook. 

If you are an International Student (F-1 or J-1) Please be advised that withdrawal from this course as a "No Show" or due to attendance may result in a termination of our visa status if you fall below the full-time enrollment requirement of 12 credit hours. Contact Valencia's International Student Services Office for more information. 

Internet Research Content: Although the internet is a valuable resource, students are advised to use it cautiously when doing research as part of their assignments. Unlike traditional print publications or library-based electronic resources, there is usually no process of peer review, nor is there is an editor verifying the accuracy of information presented there. Students should use caution in using the Internet for their research needs. If researching for an academic topic, use your textbooks, class notes, or scholarly literature that can be found on the Internet or at your library. The instructor reserved the right to make a final determination about what is or is not accepted as a valid source. Students are encouraged to ask the instructor for guidance about what is acceptable as a valid source. 

Student Code of Conduct: Valencia is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge and learning, but it is also concerned with the development of responsible personal and social conduct. The primary responsibility for managing the online course environment rests with the professor. Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that result in disruption of the class may be subject to disciplinary action. Violation of any Valencia policies/procedures or online course rules may lead to disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from the College. Disciplinary action could include being withdrawn from the class, disciplinary warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or other appropriate and authorized actions. The Valencia’s Student Code of Conduct can be found in the current Student handbook. 

Online Participation and Interaction Etiquette/Netiquette: Our course features the use of email, discussion boards, and chat rooms through Canvas. Avoid offensive language of any kind. Offensive or derogatory language that harasses others violates civil rights laws. Likewise, avoid threatening language or repeated harmful attacks on other students or faculty. Avoid “outing” which is where someone posts personal information about another student or faculty in an online environment, without their permission. Avoid “flaming” which is the expression of extreme emotion or opinion. This may cause your message to be misinterpreted or can result in the recipient responding emotionally as well. In addition, emotionally charged communication is easily forwarded to others making the situation worse. Do not forward course communications, messages, attachments, or photographs without the author's permission. Be Honest. Plagiarism, cheating and other violations of ethical student behavior are serious actions in a learning community. Be considerate of mistakes. If you decide to inform someone of a mistake or correct information, be polite and inform them by private email rather than group email of discussion board posting. 

As a registered student in this class, you assume the responsibility for conducting yourself in a manner that contributes positively to Valencia’s learning community as described in the Student Code of Conduct. My role as an instructor is to facilitate academic discussions and promote critical thinking about sometimes challenging and uncomfortable facts and ideas. Your peers and instructor may share diverse ideas and viewpoints, or we may differ in our ideas and viewpoints, but we will always be respectful of other opinions as provided by the law and as expected in an academic environment. No lesson is intended to espouse, promote, advance, inculcate, compel a particular feeling, perception, viewpoint, or belief in a concept. Concepts as presented are not endorsed by the instructor but are presented as part of the larger course of instruction. Should a student feel uncomfortable with how course content is presented or discussed, please contact the instructor for further conversation. 

Any post that constitutes a violation to this code might constitute an academic offense. The instructor may communicate with at fault students regarding the content of the interaction privately. In that event, students are welcome to talk with the instructor regarding the post. Again, the instructor will never censor your opinions and/or ideas, but you must abide by the online participation etiquette and the student code of conduct. 

Remember that Netiquette rules apply to communications between the professor and students. Messages which are rude or tersely worded will not receive a response. 
VI. Accommodations 

Accommodations: Any student with a disability documented with the Office of Student Disability (OSD), who feels she/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability, should meet with the instructor privately, preferably during the first two weeks of class to discuss accommodations. It is the student’s responsibility to contact the Office for Students with Disabilities to provide the appropriate documentation of her/his disability. This office is --located in building 5-216 at the East Campus. You can reach them via phone, Ph: 407-582-2229 or TTY: 407-582-1222. Please refer to Valencia College: Office for Students with Disabilities for more information about office hours and additional contact resources. Everything will be discussed in strict confidentiality. Keep in mind that the instructor is here to help you! 

Religious observances: Religious observances accommodations are available. Students must notify instructors at least one week prior to a religious observance. 

VII. Late Work, Incompletes, and Grade Disputes 

Late Work Make-up Exams/Quizzes: There will be no make-up exams, essays, quizzes discussions except under the following conditions: 1. a documented medical emergency or exceptional circumstances (military service, jury duty, etc.); and 2. Major religious observances that require absence from class. In the case of the latter, the student must present a notice in writing at least one week before the assignment due date. If you miss an exam due to unforeseen circumstances, you should contact your instructor as soon as possible to arrange access to the exam. No exceptions. Students have only one (1) week from the date an assignment was originally due to request a make-up or a late submission/access request. If the situation does not allow for such communication, students must communicate with the instructor as soon as possible. Please talk to your instructor to make the necessary arrangements. Do not wait to the last day of class. It is the student responsibility to make the request in writing. 
A “I was so busy that I forget about the assignment” or “Canvas was not working” is not enough to request late submission/access. Late submissions/access requests must be approved by me. Once I approved, students will receive additional instructions for submissions. All late work must be submitted through Canvas and must be reviewed by a plagiarism application when applicable. I will not accept any late assignment that does not comply with this policy.. 

Please abide by the due dates. Due dates are part of life, and you must get used to them. That being said, if you are under duress or feeling like you are drowning between academic, professional, and personal demands, feel free to talk to me, we can design a work plan. I am here to help!! 

Final exams are excluded from this policy. If you think you may miss the final exam due to an emergency or an exceptional circumstance, talk to your instructor for alternatives before the date of the exam. Last minute situations/emergencies will be handled case by case. 

Grade Disputes: Students are encouraged to contact the instructor as soon as possible if there any issue with any grade. Students should try first to resolve any grade dispute with the instructor, however, if the grade dispute cannot be resolved, student have the right to appeal to the dean. Students has 60 days from the day the grade was assigned to file a dispute. 

Incomplete Grades: An incomplete grade is awarded only when requested by the student and approved by the instructor. “I” grades are given only when unforeseen circumstances prevent students from completing course requirements during the regular term. An “I” contract is agreed upon and signed by both the student and the instructor. Contracts include a list of the course requirements students must complete and the deadline by which the work must be completed. To be eligible for an “I,” students must have satisfactorily completed at least two-thirds of the course requirements. It is students’ responsibility to consult with your professor to determine if you qualify for an Incomplete. 

If you are awarded an I (Incomplete) and you complete the required course work before or by the end of following full term, the professor will change your grade from I to the appropriate grade (A – F). If you receive an I (Incomplete) and do not complete the required course work according to the criteria/schedule established by the professor and College policies, your grade will be changed by your professor as defined in the course syllabus. If no grade is submitted by the faculty member to replace the I, your grade will be changed from an I to an F. If you receive an Incomplete do not register for the same course again until your course grade is finalized. Please check Academic Policies and Procedures: Incompletes for more information. 

VIII. Academic Dishonesty 

Academic Dishonesty: All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at Valencia. Academic dishonesty included, but it is not limited to, plagiarism, cheating, furnishing false information, forgery, alteration or misuse of documents, misconduct during a testing situation, and misuse of identification with the intent to defraud or deceive. Each student is required to follow Valencia policy regarding academic honesty. All work submitted by students is expected to be the result of the student’s individual thoughts, research, and self-expression unless the assignment specifically states: ‘group project.’ Any evidence of cheating on any assignment or exam will result in 0 for the first offense and an “F” for the entire course after that warning, plus any appropriate disciplinary action by the College. For more information refer the Valencia Student Handbook or online at Valencia College: Student Handbook 

Notes and material from online course: The sale of notes and material from this class is prohibited. In addition, the student does not have permission to post class lectures/course materials on the web. 
Class Recording: Florida laws allow students, without prior notice, to record video or audio of a class lecture for a class in which the student is enrolled for their own personal educational use. A class lecture is defined as a formal or methodical oral presentation as part of a course intended to present information or teach enrolled students about a particular subject. However, recording class activities other than class lectures, including but not limited to lab sessions, student presentations (whether individually or part of a group), class discussion (except when incidental to and incorporated within a class lecture), clinical presentations such as patient history, academic exercises involving student participation, test or examination administrations, field trips, private conversations between students in the class or between a student and the faculty member, and invited guest speakers is prohibited. Recordings may not be used as a substitute for class participation and class attendance and may not be published or shared without the written consent of the faculty member. Failure to adhere to these requirements may constitute a violation of Student Code of Conduct. 
FERPA Statement 
FERPA is a federal law that is administered by the Family Policy Compliance Office (Office) in the U.S. Department of Education (Department). 20 U.S.C. § 1232g; 34 CFR Part 99. FERPA affords students certain rights with respect to their educational records. Valencia College has a firm commitment to protecting the privacy rights of its students. For further information on FERPA see: Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) | Valencia College | Valencia College. 

IX. Information about Students Resources 

Valencia I.D. Card: Your student ID card can be obtained in the Security office on any Campus once you have registered and paid for your classes. You will need your student ID card to access campus services such as the Library and Testing Center. The first student ID card is free. There is a $5 fee for a replacement card. Student IDs can be used for library access, testing purposes and discounts in the community 

Student Resources: Valencia College offers a lot of resources to help students achieve their academic and professional goals. By accessing the Student and Lifemap tabs at your Atlas account, you will find a lot of helpful links to several services offered by the college such as: 

· • Resources to help you plan your academic and professional goals 

· • Information about student activities and other campus events 
• Access to different administrative resources at Campus such: financial aid, student forms, parking permits, etc. 
• Access to Skillshops: skillshops are useful workshops offered to Student by Valencia for free. Students can find workshops to help them in the several important skills such as: 
Stress management 

o Healthy study habits 

o How to organize yourself for a successful semester 

o Jobs seeking skills: resume writing, understanding the hiring process, etc. 

o Health management 

o Inclusive and Diversity 

• Lifemap: Valencia provide all students with access to Lifemap. Lifemap provides the students with tools for planning their education and career. Lifemap is a useful tool to help students navigate their time in Valencia and plan for their future. Any questions about Lifemap? Ask your professor. 

• For more information about student resources, students are encouraged to consult the Student Services page at: Student Services 

• Need help regarding student services and Lifemap? Feel free to ask your instructor. He is here to help!!! 

Student Assistance Program: The College has contracted Baycare Health Management to provide free, professional, confidential counseling by telephone and in person. A wide range of topics may be addressed through this program, including mental health counseling, budgeting, and financial concerns. Refer to Health and Wellness at your Student Page on Atlas or call to their confidential line at 1-800-878-5470 or email baycaresap@baycare.org further information. 

X. Diversity and Inclusion: 

Classroom/Canvas Page Policy: Respect for cultural and human biological diversity are core concepts of Anthropology. In this course, each voice in the classroom has something of value to contribute to class discussion. Please respect the different experiences, beliefs and values expressed by your fellow students and instructor, and refrain from derogatory comments about other individuals, cultures, groups, or viewpoints. The Social Sciences and Physical Education division supports Valencia College’s commitment to Diversity, and welcomes individuals of all ages, backgrounds, citizenships, disabilities, education, ethnicities, family statuses, genders, gender identities, geographical locations, languages, military experience, political views, races, religions, sexual orientations, socioeconomic statuses, and work experience. Therefore, this course, classroom, and Canvas’ page is to be considered a safe space supporting diversity and inclusion.  This course will be presented objectively and is not presented to espouse, promote, advance, inculcate, or compel any individual to adopt as a belief any of the subjects of the discussion that may be construed as concepts constituting discrimination based on race, color, sex, or national origin as provided by Florida law. Please note that I do not endorse such concepts but present them for academic discussion and consideration. The law does not prohibit discussion of such concepts in an objective manner and without endorsement. Should a student feel uncomfortable with how course content is presented or discussed, please contact the instructor for further conversation. 

Equity Policy: Valencia College is an equal access/equal opportunity college that makes employment and education-related decisions without regard to race, color, gender, religion, national origin, age, disability, sexual orientation, marital status, or any other bias that is or may be prohibited by laws. In addition, the college does not discriminate in employment practices or in the admission and treatment of students. Valencia College is committed to diversity and inclusion, including the equitable treatment for all students and employees and to a learning and working environment free of discrimination and harassment for current as well as future students and employees. The college provides equal educational opportunities for qualified individuals with disabilities and complies with, as well as supports the Americans with Disabilities Act. Employees and students who believe they have been a victim of discrimination or sexual harassment should contact Ryan Kane, President, Organizational Development and Inclusion, Title IX. Section 504 coordinator or Trisha Whitmire, director equal opportunity. More information at Valencia College: Equal Opportunity and Title IX.
Course Calendar Spring 2023

Disclaimer Statement: This calendar may be altered, at the instructor’s discretion, during the term. Students must check the course’s calendar at Canvas for the latest updates. If there is a difference between this calendar and the Canvas course calendar, you must follow the later.
ANT 2000 Section: Online Course 
Week 1   Chapter 1: What is Anthropology?

Week 2   Chapter 2  Why is Evolution Important to Anthropology

Week 3   What can the Study of Primates tell us about Human Beings
                What can the Fossil Record tell us about Human Origins
 Week 4   What can Evo Theory tell us about Human Variation
                Chapter 6-7 How do we know about the Human Past?
Week 5   SPRING BREAK

                Chapter 8  Why is the Concept of Culture Important
Week 6   Chapter 9   Why is Understanding Language Important?
                Chapter 10   How do make Meaning?
Week 7   Chapter 11 Why do Anthropologists study Eco Relations?
Week 8  Chapter 12  How do Anthropologists study Politic Relations

Week 9  Chapter 13  What can Anthropology tell us about Sex Gender, & Sexuality

Week 10  Chapter 15  What can Anthropology tell us about Social Inequality

Week 11 Finals Week

COMPREHENSIVE FINAL EXAM – April 24th
